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News for the week of April 18, 2016 

YOUNG ANGELENOS RECEIVE 
N U R S I N G C E RT I F I C AT E S 
THROUGH TRAINING PROGRAM 

Para Los Niños in Lincoln Heights 
hosted an April 15 graduation for 20 
newly-minted Certified Nursing As-
sistants (CNA). Over a seven-week 
training course, the CNAs learned 
medical terminology and procedures 
such as taking blood pressure and 
safely transporting patients. Steve 
Magallanes of American Medical Careers, which provided the training, said the certificates 
will help the graduates quickly find jobs in area nursing homes and hospitals. “Demand ex-
ceeds training,’’ Magallanes said. “People are living longer and going into rest homes, and 
there are not enough CNAs to take care of them.” Nicole Medrano, 21, of East Los Angeles, 
was one of several students who have already found employment. She started work this 
week at a Pasadena rehabilitation center. Medrano said her goal is to eventually become a 
registered nurse and that her CNA experience will help her get there. “I’m on my way,’’ she 
said, just before picking up her certificate at the ceremony attended by families and work-
force officials. Three of the graduates came to the program from the Boyle Heights Technol-
ogy YouthSource Center and 17 are from the East Region YouthSource Center operated by 
Para Los Niños. Both centers provide youth training and education services under a contract 
with EWDD. 

Rapid Response: EWDD’s Rapid Response staff fanned out to Sports Chalet stores across Los 
Angeles to offer services after the company’s announcement last week that it would close all 
outlets and cease operations. In its WARN notice, Sports Chalet said the closure would affect 
about 56 L.A. employees. Rapid Response has also contacted Unified Grocers, Inc. about 
their 132 potential layoffs and is keeping an eye on legal proceedings surrounding the poten-
tial closure of Yamashiro restaurant in Hollywood, affecting 88 workers. 
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Biz Report  

The PACE Loan Advisory Committee approved two SBA micro loans totaling $85,000 for the 
Fabiolus Café at 6270 Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood ($45,000) and Sonoratown Restaurant in 
Downtown LA ($40,000). Fabiolus Café will renovate the restaurant’s bar area and purchase 
refrigerators and additional wine inventory and the Sonoratown restaurant will purchase 
equipment and do remodeling work. 

Metrics: 

JobsLA registrations: 670 

WIOA (Adult/Dislocated Worker): 78 

WISC Total (WIOA + Wagner Peyser): 1,343 

JobsLA.org: 578 average daily sessions with 98,605 page views for the week. Nearly 26% of 
visitors are new to the website. 

Correction: In the 3-11-16 “Updates” report, the weekly numbers provided for JobsLA usage 
were inadvertently statewide instead of City of Los Angeles only. EWDD regrets the error. 

“Updates” is produced by Catherine Saillant in EWDD’s communications department. If you have questions, 
comments or wish to contribute to an upcoming “Updates,” please contact Saillant at 213-744-9048 or at 
Catherine.Saillant@lacity.org.
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